
Ants Work as a Team
Name: Date:

If you see one ant on the sidewalk, look closely. There are
probably many more nearby. Ants live in large groups
called colonies. Some colonies have thousands or even
millions of ants.

Each colony has at least one queen. Her job is to lay eggs,
often thousands of them. Most of the other ants are
workers, and they are all female. Some workers take care
of the eggs and young ants. Some dig tunnels and build
rooms in the nest. Others go out to find food.

When a worker finds food, it leaves an invisible scent trail on the way back to the nest.
Other ants smell the trail with their antennae and follow it to the food. That is why you
often see ants marching in a line! Many ants can carry things much heavier than their
own bodies. By working together, a group of ants can move a whole cracker. Their
teamwork helps the colony survive.

1 WHAT? What is the queen ant's job?

to find food to lay eggs to dig tunnels

2 HOW? How do ants find their way to food?

They follow a scent trail. They look at stars.

3 Use the word bank to fill in the blanks.

Word Bank: colonies queens female antennae

1. Ants live in large groups called .

2. Ants smell with their .

3. Worker ants are all .

4 WHY? Why do you often see ants marching in a line?
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Ants Work as a Team
Answer Key

If you see one ant on the sidewalk, look closely. There are
probably many more nearby. Ants live in large groups
called colonies. Some colonies have thousands or even
millions of ants.

Each colony has at least one queen. Her job is to lay eggs,
often thousands of them. Most of the other ants are
workers, and they are all female. Some workers take care
of the eggs and young ants. Some dig tunnels and build
rooms in the nest. Others go out to find food.

When a worker finds food, it leaves an invisible scent trail on the way back to the nest.
Other ants smell the trail with their antennae and follow it to the food. That is why you
often see ants marching in a line! Many ants can carry things much heavier than their
own bodies. By working together, a group of ants can move a whole cracker. Their
teamwork helps the colony survive.

1 WHAT? What is the queen ant's job?

to find food to lay eggs to dig tunnels

2 HOW? How do ants find their way to food?

They follow a scent trail. They look at stars.

3 Use the word bank to fill in the blanks.

Word Bank: colonies queens female antennae

1. Ants live in large groups called colonies .

2. Ants smell with their antennae .

3. Worker ants are all female .

4 WHY? Why do you often see ants marching in a line?

They follow the scent trail that a worker left on the way to the food.
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