
From Caterpillar to Butterfly
Name: Date:

A butterfly does not start its life with wings. It
changes in four stages.

First, a mother butterfly lays tiny eggs on a leaf.
Monarch butterflies lay their eggs on a plant
called milkweed.

Next, a caterpillar hatches from each egg. The
hungry caterpillar eats and eats. It grows so fast
that it sheds its skin several times.

Then the caterpillar makes a hard case around itself called a chrysalis. Inside,
its body changes in an amazing way.

After a week or two, the chrysalis opens and a butterfly comes out! Its wings
are wet and crumpled at first, so it waits for them to dry. Then it flies off to find
flowers.

1 Number the events in order from 1 to 4.

A caterpillar hatches.

A mother butterfly lays eggs.

The caterpillar makes a chrysalis.

A butterfly comes out.

2 WHAT? What plant do monarch butterflies lay their eggs on?

roses milkweed grass

3 WHY? Why does a new butterfly wait before it flies?
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From Caterpillar to Butterfly
Answer Key

A butterfly does not start its life with wings. It
changes in four stages.

First, a mother butterfly lays tiny eggs on a leaf.
Monarch butterflies lay their eggs on a plant
called milkweed.

Next, a caterpillar hatches from each egg. The
hungry caterpillar eats and eats. It grows so fast
that it sheds its skin several times.

Then the caterpillar makes a hard case around itself called a chrysalis. Inside,
its body changes in an amazing way.

After a week or two, the chrysalis opens and a butterfly comes out! Its wings
are wet and crumpled at first, so it waits for them to dry. Then it flies off to find
flowers.

1 Number the events in order from 1 to 4.

2 A caterpillar hatches.

1 A mother butterfly lays eggs.

3 The caterpillar makes a chrysalis.

4 A butterfly comes out.

2 WHAT? What plant do monarch butterflies lay their eggs on?

roses milkweed grass

3 WHY? Why does a new butterfly wait before it flies?

Its wings are wet and crumpled, so it waits for them to dry.
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