
Marcus and the Giant Pumpkin
Name: Date:

In May, Marcus planted three pumpkin seeds in a sunny
corner of the backyard. His goal was to grow the biggest
pumpkin on his street for the fall festival.

Growing a pumpkin takes patience. For the first week,
nothing happened. Then tiny green sprouts poked out of
the soil. Marcus watered them every evening and pulled
weeds so the plants had room to grow. By July, long vines
covered the corner of the yard, and bright yellow flowers
appeared. Bees buzzed from flower to flower, and soon small green pumpkins began
to form.

Marcus chose the healthiest pumpkin and removed the others, so the plant's energy
would go to just one. All summer, his pumpkin grew bigger and turned from green to
deep orange.

In October, Marcus needed a wagon to bring it to the festival. The pumpkin weighed
82 pounds! It did not win first prize, but it won a ribbon for Best Grown by a Kid.

1 WHEN? When did Marcus plant the seeds?

in May in July in October

2 WHY? Why did Marcus remove the other pumpkins?

so one pumpkin got all the energy because they were rotten

3 Number the events in order from 1 to 3.

The pumpkin turned deep orange.

Tiny green sprouts poked out.

Bright yellow flowers appeared.

4 WORD: What does "patience" mean in this story?
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Marcus and the Giant Pumpkin
Answer Key

In May, Marcus planted three pumpkin seeds in a sunny
corner of the backyard. His goal was to grow the biggest
pumpkin on his street for the fall festival.

Growing a pumpkin takes patience. For the first week,
nothing happened. Then tiny green sprouts poked out of
the soil. Marcus watered them every evening and pulled
weeds so the plants had room to grow. By July, long vines
covered the corner of the yard, and bright yellow flowers
appeared. Bees buzzed from flower to flower, and soon small green pumpkins began
to form.

Marcus chose the healthiest pumpkin and removed the others, so the plant's energy
would go to just one. All summer, his pumpkin grew bigger and turned from green to
deep orange.

In October, Marcus needed a wagon to bring it to the festival. The pumpkin weighed
82 pounds! It did not win first prize, but it won a ribbon for Best Grown by a Kid.

1 WHEN? When did Marcus plant the seeds?

in May in July in October

2 WHY? Why did Marcus remove the other pumpkins?

so one pumpkin got all the energy because they were rotten

3 Number the events in order from 1 to 3.

3 The pumpkin turned deep orange.

1 Tiny green sprouts poked out.

2 Bright yellow flowers appeared.

4 WORD: What does "patience" mean in this story?

Waiting calmly for something that takes a long time.
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